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Canyon cleanup priced at almost $1.2 million 

UPCM and the EPA agree on a plan to dear remnants from mining 
heyday 

By Jay Hamburger, OF THE RECORD STAFF 
Jim Christensen, who Is the EPA official overseeing the Park City work, said the agency 
supports the plan. 

"I think they are very reasonable the amount of effort that will be put into it is consistent 
with the problem that is there, Christensen said. 

Christensen said the sum will be paid by UPCM and that there is not a dispute about 
whether the mining company is responsible for the costs. 

UPCM's plan must now clear a public process and Christensen expects that it will do so. The 
public-comment period runs until Aug. 21. Comments can be made via mail or at a meeting 
that is scheduled on Aug. 19 at the Empire Canyon lodge in Deer Valley Resort. 

The mining company sees the plan as the most logical. 

"From our standpoint it's the best alternative because it completes the objectives that UPCM 
wants to do and the EPA and the state . . . , said Kerry Gee, a vice president at UPCM who 
handles much of the company's environmental issues. "This one Is fair to United Park 
because it accomplishes the goals of protecting human health and the environment. 

Broken down, some of the pricier parts of the cleanup are expected to include: 

$424,211.78 for a channel reconstruction in lower Empire Canyon, which would pay to clean 
up tailings and waste as well as the reconstruction. 

$125,000 for long-term maintenance and operation costs. 

$83,015.19 to clean up the Daly West Mine dump site, which is in the upper reaches ofthe 
canyon, near the bottom of Deer Valley Resort's Empire Express lift. 

$450,647.01 for indirect capital costs such as construction oversight and engineering-design 
work. 

mailto:cherao.iennifer@epa.aov


"These are costs United Park would pay directly to do the work, Christensen said. 

The cost estimate is at about the midpoint of the prices of the cleanup options outlined in a 
lengthy environmental report completed in July by a Midvale consultant. The estimated 
cleanup tabs identified in the report range from a low of $367,200 to a plan that was 
estimated to cost $3,672,731.08. 

Capital Growth Partners, which recently completed a merger with UPCM, has pledged the 
cleanup money, Gerry Jackson, the managing partner of Capital Growth, said, 

"We've set aside the necessary funds to complete the remediation properly, Jackson said. 

For two decades, the EPA has been concerned about the environmental legacy of the city's 
mining past and the agency has said that the current probe is an extension of one that it 
launched in the 1980s but never completed. UPCM's Flagstaff Mountain Resort, which will be 
built in Empire Canyon over the next decade, was one of the reasons the current round of 
environmental work is planned. 

According to the EPA, testing has found elevated concentrations of lead and arsenic in rocks, 
soils and sediments in Empire Canyon and elevated concentrations of zinc and cadmium 
have been found in surface-water samples from the canyon and Walker Webster Gulch. 

Gee predicts Parkites who hike and mountain bike in Empire Canyon will be pleased with the 
cleanup. 

"I still think the public gets a cleaner stream and a nicer place to hike and recreate, he said. 
"It meets their needs and what they want. 

The mining company and the EPA say the first stages of the work could start as early as the 
fall and the entire cleanup of the canyon could take two or three years to complete. 




